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concerns the Church without the Bishop. As regards
the Eucharist, that must be held to be good which
is administered by the Bishop, or by him to whom
the Bishop has entrusted it. Wherever the Bishop
is visible, there let the people be : in the same way
as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Church Catho-
lic. Without the Bishop it is not allowed either to
baptize or to celebrate the agap6; on the contrary,
the approbation of the Bishop is the mark of what
is well pleasing to God, the firm and sure rule to
follow in practice."1 "It is proper, then, that you
should agree with the opinion of the Bishop, as you
do. For your venerable body of presbyters, worthy
of God, stands in the same relation to the Bishop
as do the strings to the lyre. Wherefore in your
agreement and concordant love Jesus Christ is
sung."2

This was written about the year 160 or 170. A
purely ecclesiastical piety took the place of the
ancient ardour which for more than a hundred years
had been kindled by the recollection of Jesus. Or-
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